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SATURDAY, Veen ene, 16, 1754 





Gray’s Inn, Fed. 16, 1754. 


In nova fert Animus mytatas dicere formas 
Corpora.— ~— - Ovip. 





FiE..Chambers over my Apartment in 
» Gray’s-Inn having been unoccupied for a 
Kg? confiderable Time. paft, I was enabled to 
2 purfue my Lucubrations with the greater 
Fafe and Tranquillity, being free from 
Ke thofe fudden Alarms of Noife, which are 
DISIWA Ogar otherwife inevitable in any of the Inns 
of Court. But my Repofe has met with an Interruption 
of fo pleafant a Kind, that I have determined to acquaint my 
Readers with all the Particulars of the Incident. 


© 9 vere 





AsouT ten Days fince a Gentleman entered upon the Pre- 
mifes, and ever fince I have been frequently difturbed at my 
Studies by fuch quick and unexpected Shocks, that it was ab- 
folutely impoffible for me to purfue the fame Train of Thought 
with any Degree of Attention. If engaged in reading Mr. 
Hawkins Brown’s excellent Poem upon the Immortality of the 
Soul, in which he. has artfully combined in their full Force 
all the Arguments in Support of that important Article of 

our 
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Belief; or if paufing upon the Reflections of fome Moralift, 


or the Precepts of a Critic, fuddenly I heard a violent Bounce 
over my Head; the Cieling fhook as if ready to come down, 
and a Convulfion fhook the whole Houfe. Deep Conteitipla- 
tion fometimes unbraces the Nerves to fuch a Degree, that 
an- unexpected Noife ftartles the whole Frame of the-Body, 
and throws the Spirits out of that placid State, which is requi- 
fite in order to think with Calmnefs and Perfpicuity. This 
Difcompofure I experienced upon fo many Occafions, and 
fometimes in fuch quick Succeffion, that I judged it proper to 
ftep up Stairs to the Géntleman, to inform him -of the In- 
conveniencies, which I lay under, and to beg of him to re- 
pulate Matters with lefs Turbulence. 


I KNocKED two or three Times at his Door, but receiving 
no Anfwer, and hearing him run about with great Violence 
of Exertion, I made bold to walk in unbid. You go into 


the Dining-Room through a Glafs folding Door, which was. 


at this Time fhut, but the Curtains undrawn.. Through 
the Window I faw the Gentleman ‘pulling his Cloaths with the. 
utmoft Vehermence, and in an Inftant he appeared in the Habit 
and Air of an old Woman delivering Doctor Rock’s Bills upon 
Ludgate-Hill. Surprized at this Change, I ftopt fhort to obferve 
the Aétions of this extraordinary Perfonage, and very fhortly I was 
entertained with another Viciffitude of Appearance; for quick 
as Lightening he fhiftet Cloaths, and walked about the Room 
with a Bafket, and with an audible’ Voice pronounced, *¢ Muf- 
‘“* fins for Coffee and Tea, Gentlemen and Ladies.” This ap- 
peared extremely. whimfical; He then varied his Drefs, and 
with a Silver Pipe cried out London-Evening-Poft: After 
which: he threw away his. Bundle of Papers, fell down upon 
his Knees, laid his Hand on his Heart, looked up with a great 
Expreffion of Joy, and then rifing, indulged himfelf in all the 
whimfical Vagaries of a Man frantic with Senfations too ex- 
quifite to endure. In this Way he continued for fome Time, 
and at length threw himfelf into an Attitude of Surprize ; after 
which he run wild about the Room, like one almoft diftraéted 
with Defpair, looking up in vain to Heaven for Relief, when 
to my great Amazement, he unexpectedly mufter’d up his 
Spirits, and with great Alacrity leaped through a fmall Aperture 
into the Coal-Hole. After abfconding there for a fhort Space of 
Time, he came forth with a Sack of Coals upon his Shoulders, 
which he emptied in the Middle of the Room, calling with fome 
WWarneftnefs, ** Below.”? He had no fooner done dts: but he 
directed his Eyes fparkling with Joy to fome imaginary Object 
with which his Fancy feemed to be highly pleas’d; He then 


came 
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came forward, and knocked at the Door, where I had taken 


my Station, which I then took an Opportunity to open, and 
as { was advancing towards him, he feized me by the Should- 
er, and twirling me round with all his Strength fent sme reel- 
ing into aCorner of his Room. Upon this he walked. into 
the outward Apartment, flapping the Door after him, and im- 
mediately opened a fmall Cafement Window, which was 
over the Door of his Bed Chamber. From thence he ftretched 
out his Neck, and looking me full in the Face, burft out into 
a loud fit of Laughter; then producing a Squirt, he began to 
Jet fly at me in fuch a Manner, that I was foon pretty, well wa- 
tered from Head to Foot. The:Exclamations, which I vented 
upon this Occafion, rung fych a Peal in the Gentleman’s Ears, 
that he was brought toa Recollection :of :himfelf. Jie came 
down very leifurely from his Poft, and with:a_modeft Air and 
genteel Addrefs he politely afked my Pardon, and told me that 
he was fo intent upon his Bufinefs, that heoreally didnot. per- 
ceive that he was offering Indignities to a Stranger.— 


Imacinine that I was in the Hands of a Madman, .I was 
willing to acquiefce with his Apology, byt. to fatisfy, my Cu- 
riofity, I took the Liberty to enquire of him, the-Nature of 
his BufinefS and what might, be his Vocation. ** Sir, faid the 
‘© Gentleman, won’t you pleafe to be feated—with regard. to 
** my Bufinefs, Sir, I am a Pantomime. Poet— a Pantomime 
** Poet !’?— “* Pray, Sir, what is a Pantomime Poet ?”?—To this 
Queftion my Friend anfwered with a Smile, ** a Writer of Pan- 
‘** tomime, Sir—it is a Plan which I have determined to apply 
myfelf to, having Reafon to think that it is the only way 
of fucceeding in the prefent Age. I was bred at Eton 
School, from whence at a proper Time I was removed to 
the Univerfity; at both which Places I laid in a fufticient 
Store of Greek and Latin, and always feeling a particular Turn 
for the Drama I applied my Genius principally to Tragedy 
** and Comedy. In each Species of Writing I have given the 
** finifhing hand to fome Pieces which have received the Ap- 
probation of a few Gentlemen of known afte and_per- 
fectly verfed in critical Matters. Encouraged {by their Opi- 
nion I came to Town, and after a long tedious Applica- 
tion I find it impoffible to get any of my Performances ex- 
hibited, The Managers are engaged for feveral Seafons ;. if 
I can wait till this Time five Years I may have a chance 
of coming on, but till then it’s impofMfible; and then I am 
told that they always loofe by new Pieces. On this Ac- 
count I have taken a Retjolution to cultivate a Species of 


the Drama, which cannot fail of being profitable to all 
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“ Parties, and, being agreeable to the nublic Tafte, will be 
“« brought on without Difficulty as foon as offered.” — 


Here I broke in upon the Thread of his Difcourfe, by afk- 
ing if he was determin’d to become Harlequin himfelf? To 
this he anfwered me in the Negative ; but as it is a Rule in 
Writing to place yourfelf in the Situation of the Character, 
for which you are to find fuitable Dialogue, he had judged it 
not improper to conform to this Precept, and therefore, in 
order the better to concert the fudden Efcapes and Changes 
of Drefs, which have fo pleafing an effect in this kind of Po- 
etry, he was practifing over every ftriking Attitude, and every 
unexpected Situation of the Harlequin, that he might be the 
better able to form an Opinion of the Plot and the feveral 
Incidents of the marvellous, which he had found it neceffary 
to introduce. He proceeded to inform me, that he purpofed 
calling his firft Piece HarLtequin TriumpHanr, or Porrry In 
THE Sups. In this Performance the whole Race of Authors 
are to be expofed to the Derifion of the Public, and Harlequin 
‘is to crack a very great number of facetious Jokes upon their 
Shoulders with his wooden Sword. A Poet is to be placed at 
Table and a Beef-ftake laid before him, to his inéxpreffible Joy, 
when in an Inftant, by fome curious ftroke of Art, the folid Sub- 
{tance is to be changed into a modern Tragedy, and Calvert's 
Entire Butt wafted away from his longing Eyes. The Bard 
‘after this is to be ducked in a Well, and then toffed in a 

lankét, while Mother Dullnefs enjoys the fprightly Vein of 
‘Mirth, happy to fee her Orders fo faithfully executed. In 
‘fhort, the unhappy Poets are to undergo every Indignity, that 
human Wit can invent; and in Contraft to this, Harlequin is 
to riot in Luxury; the Spring is to pour fourth her frefheft 
Verdure to charm his Eye, Summer to ripen the various 
Fruits upon the loaded Boughs, in order to regale his Palate ; 
Autumn muft adminifter the circling Glafs, and Winter ex- 
pand the frozen Surface of the Waters for him to Skate with 
all his Dignity, in Sight of the aftonifhed Audience. 


Tuoucu this Plan appeared highly Romantic to me at firft 
Sight, I could not help telling the Gentleman that I made no 
doubt but he would find his Account init. I told him, that 
the fureft way to rife in the World was to gratify the Follies of 
the People, and therefore commended this Scheme, which I am 
convinced cannot fail of Succefs, I yuft then hinted that if he could 
contrive to be lefs violent in his Studies, I fhould take it as a 

Favour, and after affuring him of my fincere Wifhes for ali 
the Encouragement his Project deferves, I took leave, and 


am 
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am at prefent tolerably quiet in my Study, not having above 
two or three Alarms in a Day, which muft be now and then 
expected from fo vigorous and warm an Imagination. 


a t 


X, 


a 


TRUE INTELLIGENCE. 


3 From my Regifter-Offiee, Feb. 16. 

T * HE Reading of Novels is the prevailing Tafte of the prefent Age; in 

* Compliance with this Fathion, I Jately took in hand two fmall Vo- 
Jumes, which have for their Title, Ze Friends, a fentimental Hiftery; 
and as I have received very great Entertainment from the Perufal, I take 
this Opportunity to recommend them to all, who have any Relifh for 
a Performance, in which the Narrative is carried on with Spirit, and 
the Incidents unfold themfelves with juft Degrees of Surprize, without 
making any Approaches to the Regions of marvellous Improbability. The 
Author feems to have taken Advantage of that Curiofity , which is in- 
herent in our Natures, to lead us, through a. Train of pleafing and un- 
expected Events, toa Knowledge of the Paffions, a Tafte for Virtue, 
and the refined Enjoyments of an enlightened Underftanding. I there- 
fore think, that our Romance-readers, by going through this Produti- 
on, will redeem Part of that Time, which is unprofitably fpent in an 
unavailing Application to mere Fidtion, and the flowery Tales of Love 
and Beauty, whether fuffering unmerited Diftrefs, or arriving through 
a Series of Woes to the Height of human Felicity. 


By Advices from. feveral Routs in this Metropolis, we are informed 
that the Beauemonde has undergone a total Revolution within thefe 
few Years, and that Love is utterly banifhed from every Bofom. The 
Men no longer mind how. a Lady looks, but. how fhe plays; inftead 
of obferving the Delicacy of the Shape, the Turn of the Face, and 
the Symmetry of the Features, they only take notice how many Ho- 
nours fhe holds, whether fhe makes a good Finefle, and can fave a 


Game at a Pinch by winning the odd Trick. The Ladies in their 
Turn overlook the Appearance of manly Strength, the Beauties of a 
well informed Mind, and the good Qualities of an even Temper; 
but the Chat now takes another Turn, ** Lord I know that Gentle- 
‘© man —I faw him at Mrs Quadrilie’s Rout — bets twenty Guineas 
‘© on a Rubber --- and there’s Captain Pdthyfck with him --. he left five 
‘© hundred Pounds at the Mafquerade.’’ Thus Cupid is grown mere 
Lumber, and Cards and the Marriage-act, it is to be apprehended, 
will thin the rifing Generation, or produce a fickly, haggard, infirm Race, 
to conftitute, what is called, Peopie of Fafhion. The Advice of an 
excellent Satyrift I think not amifs on this Occafion, 


If Sin you muft, take Nature for your Guide; 
Love has fome foft Exeufe to footh your Pride; 
Ye fair Apofates from Love's antient Pow’r ? 
Can nothing ravifh but a Golden Show'r ? 

Can Cards alone your glowing Fancy feize? 
Mutt Cupid learn to punt e’re he can pleafe? 


On 
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On Wenefday Evening was prefented here the Recruiting Officer, Mr. 
Palmer acquitted himfelf in Captain Plume with the Air and Carriage 
of a Gentleman ; it is unneceflary to fay that Brazen was performed with 
a Charaéteriftic non Chalence of Temper; but it would be Injuftice 
to great Merit not to add, that Mifs Macklin is admirable in the 
Character of Sylvia. Indqitdr formifg eft, Exuitur ipfa Forma eft, 
may, juftly be applied to her on this Occafion; In Woman’s Attire 
fhe is beautiful; the Petticoat laid, fhe is the very Form of Beauty, 
I do not’ remember to have feen any Aétrefs wear the Breeches with 
fo good | a Grace; entirely adjufted in her Carriage, and elegantly fafhi- 
oned in her whole Perfon, fhe {treads the Stage with the janty Air of a 
pretty Fellow. After this Comedy a Piece of Mr. Foote’s called the 
Knights was performed for the third Time. ‘The Charaéter of Sir 
Gregory Gazette is highly Comic, and yet not carried beyond the 
Bounds of Nature, by the Author; and Mr. Yates fhewed great 
Judgment in performing it with the moft humorous Pleafantry, with- 
out exaggerating the Features. ‘The fame may be faid of Mr. Ca/felloy | 
who played Jim. with fuch an unideal Face, and fuch a Perteétion | 
of Folly, that he equals the lavifh Defcription in. Mr, Gjbder’s Life 
of the celebrated Nokes. Mr. Ranger cannot conclude this rahe 
graph without informing the Public, that on Friday next Mr. Foote 
is to. take a Benefit as Author of the Farce, and when it is hi 
that it will be his laft Time of appearing this Seafon, it would be 
calling the Tafte of ‘the Town in Queftion, to urge that is incum- 
bent on the Lovers-of true Mirth to difmifs this genuine Son of Hu- 
mour from their Service with all the Tokens of Approbation which 
his Genius deferves. | 








Preparing for the Prefs, 
Proposats for Printinc é4y SuBscr?IPTIon. 


The Hiftory of the Grub-/rreet Society, in Imitation of Spraz’s Hifto- 
ry of the Royal Society ; in which ftri& Juftice will be done to the 
Characters of thofe eminent Perfonages, who have been worthy Mem- 
hers of that Academy, and due Regard will alfo be paid to the pre- 
fent Race of Genius’s who do Honour to that auguft Body. All 
thofe, whofe Modefty will not permit them to read their Names with 
Pleafure in this Work, are defired to fignify the fame by a Line to 
the Author of this Paper, and their Arguments fhall be duely confider’d. 
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